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AnEssay ...

ot Labor History
and the Quality
of Payper

hy do you use such high class paper when you
could save money with cheaper stock? The
S question comes often and I wish it led some-
§) where. The cost of paper hardly makes a real
difference; and the improved appearance is
worth a little extra expense. If not the money,
2 &A why the question? I suspect that it is
prompted not so much by a concern for fiscal prudence as by a
need for emotional security. Some of our friends feel more at
home with grayer, less durable paper, perhaps considering it
a badge of plebian authenticity.

Natural and sociological laws dictate that the offcial labor
movement inscribe its documents and pronunciamentos for pos-
terity on fine bond while the literary efforts of its dissenters
and reformers crumble away on coarse newsprint. The thought
stimulates deeper philosophical musings. Labor history is
imprisoned in the quality of its paper. In this, we refer not to
actual events but to recorded events, not to what happened but
to what is written. Perhaps we have stumbled upon a significant
scientific principle, brand new. Research workers and historians
are presently sifting through a vast accumulation of records
€ pick out labor history, union by union. Everything on durable
paper is still there. Everything that yellows and disintegrates
is gone. Official business is conveniently available; convention
proceedings are somewhat censored but micely bound. What-
ever chronicles the actions, opinions, and prejudices of those
in power is neatly preserved by the ton. But what of the oppo-
sitionist out on the street near the convention hall, distributing
the handbills that told how he was fined or expelled? Or his
pamphlet that presented facts from a different, not-so-offcial,
angle?

He had to save money, and so he mimeographed his story
on cheap paper. Later, he stored his scrapbooks and files on
closet shelves in second-hand cartons. But when the cardboard
broke at the edges and the whole messy thing began to spill
on the floor, his wife made him throw the junk away. Mean-
while official documents protected in steel filing cabinets,
drawers on rollers, became the surviving basis for the selected
history of chosen facts.

nd now may I come to the real purpose of this com-
| munication, to remind you of Union Democracy

act to keep them free of corruption. By publicizing and record-
ing their efforts, we encourage them to persist. Sometimes, as
in the California murders, we break through complacency and
arouse the nation's press. With your help, we will keep at it in
the years ahead.

H. W. Benson, Editor
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WHAT IS AN ARCHIVE?

rchives and libraries collect, preserve

and make available to researchers the

non-current records of organizations
and the personal papers of individuals. Labor
libraries and archives maintain the records of labor
unions and some collect the papers of union
reformers and records of rank-and-file organiza-
tions. They're the raw materials for historians.
But they're also useful to labor activists. In
addtion to being the repository for the records of
labor unions, archives maintain journals and

How do | use an archive?

Many archives are public institutions and are open
to the general public. It's recommended that you contact
the institution to learn about their access procedures
and rules for using their materials.

What kinds of materials related
to union democracy can | locate
in the archives?

Each of the archives listed in this brochure holds
valuable materials of interest to labor activists. For exam-
ple, the Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives at New York
University is the repository for an outstanding collection of
union democracy records. These include the papers

of union democra-
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archives have books,
periodicals, and other materials. Their mission is
the same: to preserve the historical record and
make it available for researchers.

FORE-Fear of Reprisal Ends, and the New York Chapter of
Teamsters for a Democratic Union; reformers in Local 1-2
of the Utility Workers of America; and many records relat-
ed to reform activity in District Council 9 of the Painters’
Union. The records of United Tradeswomen, United
Women Firefighters, and the Women's Project of the
Association for Union Democracy are some of the many
important collections that document trade union activism
at the Wagner Labor Archives.

What does it mean to archive
records and why do activists
need to do it?

Archives store the United Tradeswomen
records that historians Al
and other academics, /‘J
including independent e e
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historical memory of

organizations and indi-
viduals. Donating records to an archive helps to ensure that
the historical record can reflect the work of labor activists
and their organizations.

What do | need to know about
saving my records?

An organization’s records are [ qn, r4sh
important historical docu- Vise . .
ments that deserve protection
and preservation. You and/or
your organization need to
make a plan for keeping
records. This includes making
sure that items are dated and that photographs are identi-
fied with who, what, where, and when. Sort and organize
the papers and eliminate duplicates. Store them in a secure
and permanent place. Avoid attics and basements. Making
a plan helps to prevent records from disappearing! Many
records get tossed or lost. Don't let that happen to your
records. Make a plan and organize those papers!

© ostinga gripon our probiems.

What things should be considered
before donating records to an
archive?

How available is the archive to the
general public? What are the hours
of access? Does the archive main-
tain evening hours? Is it open on
the weekend? What are the costs
to the researcher for making pho-
tocopies? What is the commitment
of the archive to processing the
collection and making it available
to researchers? Does the archive
produce a finding aid or an inven-
tory of the collection as a guide for
the researcher? What terms or restrictions do you want to
place on your collection? These are some of the questions
to discuss with the archivist before donating records.

How do | find an interested
archive?
Call around and ask questions or start by using the Internet

to see what repositories collect materials similar to the
records you and/or your organization want to preserve.



